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We are committed to supporting every child to
become the very best that they can be.




welcome to

Monkwood Primary School
Part of Wickersley Partnership Trust

At Monkwood Primary School, we pride ourselves on
being a warm, caring, and welcoming community
where every child is known, valued, and supported
to thrive. With a strong family atmosphere at the
heart of our school, our children are at the centre of
everything we do.

Our vision is to help every child grow into a happy,
confident, independent, and responsible learner. We
work in partnership with parents, carers, and the

wider school community to ensure that each child
reaches their full potential. Through a nurturing, safe,
and inclusive environment, we celebrate individuality,
embrace diversity, and encourage children to recognise
and respect the strengths and differences of others.

We are delighted to welcome you to the Monkwood
family and look forward to sharing this exciting journey
with you. We hope this welcome pack provides all the
information you need as your child begins their time
with us, and answers any questions you may have
along the wau.
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Areas of Learning

There are seven areas of learning and development in The Foundation Stage
Curriculum. All areas of learning and development are important and inter-
connected.

The Prime Areas of Learning - areas that lay the fundamental groundwork for
all future development:

 Communication and Language - listening, attention, understanding and
speaking

* Physical Development - gross motor and fine motor

* Personal, Social and Emotional Development - self regulation, managing
self and building relationships

The Specific Areas of Learning - areas that build upon the Prime areas to
provide essential skills and knowledge:

* Literacy - comprehension, word reading and writing

* Mathematics - numbers and numerical patterns

* Understanding the World - past and present, people, culture and
communities, the natural world

* Expressive Arts and Design - creating with materials and being imaginative
and expressive



What Children Need to Bring

We ask that children bring the following to school on a daily basis:

Spare change of clothes: Just in case your child has an accident, gets wet
during water play, or needs a change for any other reason. This can be kept
on your child’s peg.

A labelled water bottle: Filled with fresh water - this will stay in the classroom
so it is easily available to your child throughout the day. Please make sure
their name is clearly marked!

An extra drink for lunchtime: If your child is bringing a packed lunch, they will
need an additional drinks bottle to take to the dining hall with them.

A book bag: Once we have given your child a school book bag, please ensure
it comes to school every day. You are also very welcome to send a book bag
with your child to borrow storybooks from our lending library! You can find the
library in the room where your child enters and exits the FS2 classroom.

what Children Should NOT Bring

Toys from home: We know how exciting it is for children to show their friends
their favourite toys! However, we ask that toys stay at home so they don’t get
accidentally broken or lost.

Snacks: Please do not send any snacks from home. We have children with
severe allergies and we want to ensure everyone stays safe. Don’t worry, we
provide fresh fruit daily for all children, entirely free of charge! (Note: If your
child has a specific medical diet, please chat with a member of staff so we
can make an agreed plan).

Nuts: We are a strictly nut-free school. Please ensure that no lunchboxes
contain nuts or any products containing nut ingredients. Thank you so much
for helping us keep our pupils safel!



We make every effort to
make sure new pupils are
made to feel welcomed!



Lunchtime

All children in Reception to Year 2 are entitled to free school meals.

Children can have a hot dinner - such as sausage and mash, a pasta option
like mac and cheese or a jacket potato - or they can have a cold sandwich.
Sandwiches are served on different types of break - please look at the menu
beforehand so that you know which bread it is.

If children do not want a school dinner, they can bring a packed lunch. Please
provide your child with an extra drink to have in their lunch box - this can be a
carton of juice, a filled bottle, a fruit shoot etc. No fizzy pop please.

School Uniform

At Monkwood Primary School we believe that our children should be able to wear
uniform that is affordable. Whilst branded items are available, these are not
compulsory and parents / carers are free to purchase uniform from any suitable
retailer.

We have a school uniform which all children should wear. It consists of;

* Black or grey trousers, joggers, skirt or shorts

* White or pale blue polo shirt

* Royal blue jumper or cardigan with or without logo

* Flat plain black shoes or trainers with velcro (no heels or flip-flops)
* Blue gingham summer dresses can also be worn.

Please ensure that all clothing is clearly marked with your child’s name. It is
incredibly difficult to reunite lost items with their rightful owner without a name
labell

Uniform Suppliers - in order to assist parents and pupils in complying with the
school’s uniform policy, we have identified the following recommended suppliers
who we feel represent quality and value for moneu.

School Trends (online) | Asda | Marks & Spencer | Tesco | Sainsbury’s
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All children are required to bring a PE kit to school.

We ask that they are brought on the first day of each half term and we will send
them home for washing at the end of the half term.

Children need to fully change into a PE kit. This includes:
* A pair of black shorts or joggers
* A plain white round neck t-shirt

* A pair of pumps or trainers

Girls who have their ears pierced need to come with their earrings taped up or
earrings taken out.

We will notify you on Dojo of our PE days once your child has started.
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Communication

We love staying in touch with our families! To keep you updated and connected,
we use the ClassDojo app. Here is how we manage communication:

ClassDojo Hours: The app is monitored between 8:00am and 4:30pm. Outside of
these times, the app is set to ‘quiet hours’ so our staff can switch off.

During the School Day: Because our main priority is teaching and looking after
the children, we aren’t able to reply to messages during the school day.

Weekly Updates: We will post on ClassDojo every week to share all the
wonderful things your child has been learning. Please note that we use this for
general class updates rather than individual weekly catch-ups.

Urgent Concerns: If you need to get a message to us urgently during the school
day, please contact the main school office and a member of the team will get
back to you as soon as possible.

Open-Door Policy: If you have a quick question or a minor concern at any other
time, please feel free to speak to a member of staff on the door at drop-off or
pick-up. If we can’t chat right away, we will gladly arrange a suitable time to
meet up and discuss things properly with you.




Important Information

To help us keep our records accurate and your children safe, please take a
moment to review these important reminders:

Up-to-Date Contact Details: Please ensure that any paperwork the school
currently holds is up-to-date, particularly your home address and telephone
numbers. It is vital we can reach you in an emergency!

Medical Requirements & Care Plans: If your child has any specific medical needs
such as severe allergies where an EpiPen may need to be administered please
book an appointment with the school office. This ensures we can put a dedicated
care plan in place before your child starts school.




Preparing Your Child for School

It is not expected that children are reading and writing. Give plenty of opportunities
to enjoy mark making, such as painting and share books together.

Good personal skills are important, try and encourage your child with turn taking,
sharing, asking for help and interacting with others.

Supporting your child to become more independent will help them to cope in the
new school environment

Important skills include:

Using the toilet independently

Turning on taps, washing and drying hands

Wiping their own nose, putting used tissues in the bin, catching coughs and
sneezes and then washing hands

Dressing and undressing

Taking their coat on and off

Recognising their name

Learning nursery rhymes and sharing stories (these are really important!)

We are looking forward to welcoming your child to Monkwood Primary School!
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